Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BERLIN 01652 241712Z 
44 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 

USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-13 SCS-03 SCA-01 OMB-01 SAJ-01 

DRC-01 /136W 

047490 

R 241642Z SEP 73 
FM USMISSION BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2444 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

CINCUSAREUR FOR POLAD, OPS & AEAGC-OCO 
CINCEUR FOR POLAD & OPS 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 1652 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, WB. UR, GE 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF US CITIZEN BY EAST GERMANS 
REF: BERLIN 1627 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 20, USBER PROTOCOL OFFICER CALLED 
ON ROMANOVSKIY AND READ FROM FOLLOWING TALKING 
POINTS: 

BEGIN TEXT: YOU WILL RECALL THAT ON SEPTEMBER 13 
I TRANSMITTED TO YOU A REQUEST FROM MY AUTHORITIES 
FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES IN 
DETERMINING THE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OF MR. ANDREAS 
STEINER, AN AMERICAN CITIZEN LAST KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN 
IN EAST BERLIN. 

WE HAVE NOW BEEN INFORMED BY AN ATTORNEY IN WEST 
BERLIN THAT MR. STEINER WAS ARRESTED BY THE GDR 
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STAATSFEINDLICHER MENSCHENHANDEL. 

THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THIS ATTORNEY INDICATES 
THAT MR. STEINER IN ALL LIKELIHOOD WAS THE UNIDENTIFIED 
AMERICAN CITIZEN ABOUT WHOM MR. CHAPMAN MADE SEVERAL 
INQUIRIES TO YOU DURING AUGUST. 

WE REGARD THE LACK OF A RESPONSE TO OUR INQUIRIES 
AS CONTRARY TO THE CUSTOMARY ARRANGMENTS HERE IN 
BERLIN AND TO SPECIFIC UNDERTAKINGS BY AMBASSADOR 
ABRASIMOV AND YEFREMOV TO BE HELPFUL IN SUCH MATTERS. 

I AM INSTRUCTED TO SAY THAT WE ARE COUNTING 
ON THE SOVIET EMBASSY TO ASSURE APPROPRIATE ARRANGMENTS 
TO PROTECT MR. STEINER’S RIGHTS. INCLUDING FACILITIES 
FOR CORRESPONDENCE WITH HIS FAMILY AND THE RECEIPT OF 
PACKAGES FROM THEM. END TEST. 

2. ROMANOV SKIY, WHO HAD AT OUTSET OF MEETING ASSURED 
MISSION PROTOCOL OFFICER THAT HE HAD CONTACTED GDR AUTHORITIES 
AND THAT THEY WERE DOING THEIR BEST TO GET INFORMATION FOR 

US ABOUT STEINER, WAS CAUGHT SOMEWHAT OFF-BASE AND WAS 
MORE TRUCULENT THAN USUAL IN INSISTING THAT SUCH 
MATTERS WERE NOT BUSINESS OF SOVIET EMBASSY BUT RATHER 
FOR US TO WORK OUT WITH GDR. HE SAID HE COULD NOT 
ACCEPT OUR POINTS AS ’'STATEMENT'' BUT WOULD TAKE THEM 
AS "INFORMATION FOR HIS AMBASSADOR." 

3. USCOB CONCURS. KLEIN 
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